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we anticipate the spirit of President Ford’s 
sentiments will continue to endure long after 
the death of the late former President. 

Fortunately, the spirit of the Helsinki Final 
Act remains strong. Overarching concerns for 
European security and liberty during the Cold 
War have evolved into regional energy secu-
rity dilemmas, kleptocracy, and continued 
human rights violations. Moreover, Europe 
once again faces serious security concerns as 
Russia has suspended its obligations under 
the Conventional Armed Forces in Europe 
(CFE) Treaty. 

Madam Speaker, we must never forget how 
valuable the process of engagement has 
served the interests of Europe and the United 
States in the past. Working together in an inte-
grated framework of cooperation and security 
is our best hope for peace and justice. While 
the world has been changing at an ever in-
creasing pace since 1975, our ideals and val-
ues remain entrenched in the commitments 
made under the Helsinki Final Act. 

Today we recognize the significant impact 
the Helsinki Final Act made in fostering a 
world with increased peace and justice. 
Today, Helsinki Human Rights Day, we honor 
our commitments and pledge vigilance in the 
quest for human rights, governmental account-
ability and cooperation for security throughout 
Europe, North America, Central Asia, and 
elsewhere in the world. 
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REGARDING H.R. 3327 

HON. BRAD SHERMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, August 3, 2007 

Mr. SHERMAN. Madam Speaker, I have co-
sponsored H.R. 3327 to amend the Animal 
Welfare Act to prohibit dog fighting ventures 
because of the terrible problem of dog fighting. 
The author of the bill has assured me that in 
the committee process the penalties imposed 
on spectators will be modified. 
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CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 2272, 
AMERICA COMPETES ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JERRY F. COSTELLO 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 2, 2007 

Mr. COSTELLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
support of H.R. 2272, the America Creating 
Opportunities to Meaningfully Promote Excel-
lence in Technology, Education and Science 
(COMPETES) Act. We have recently learned 
that in the coming years, children in India and 
China may be better prepared for the jobs of 
the future than our own children here in the 
United States: Further, the 2005 National 
Academies report, ‘‘Rising Above the Gath-
ering Storm’’, emphasized the United States 
could lose its competitive edge without imme-
diate action being taken. In response to these 
alarming reports, Congress has shifted focus 
to strengthening our science technology, engi-
neering, and mathematics (STEM) fields. 

Today, H.R. 2272, legislation to ensure that 
the students, teachers, and workers will not be 
left behind as the world moves forward in new 

technology development and innovation, is 
being considered. The bill authorizes funding 
for programs to create more qualified teachers 
in science and math fields and to support sci-
entific research and innovation through the 
National Science Foundation, the Department 
of Energy and the National Institute of Stand-
ards and Technology. 

I believe our teachers are the cornerstone to 
leading future generations in STEM fields and 
I believe we must give them the proper re-
sources to meet this goal. This legislation 
stands to create and equip thousands of new 
teachers and give current teachers the content 
and instructional skills they need in order to 
teach science and mathematics. 

The legislation authorizes a total of $22 bil-
lion over fiscal years 2008–2010 for research, 
education, and other programs at the National 
Science Foundation; $2.65 billion for the re-
search labs, the Manufacturing Extension 
Partnership, and other activities at the Na-
tional Institutes of Standards and Technology 
(NIST); and $17 billion for programs at the De-
partment of Energy. 

Mr. Speaker, we must set policies that en-
sure the United States will remain competitive 
in the future. I support this legislation and urge 
my colleagues to do the same. 
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THANKS TO MINNESOTA’S 
MILITARY HEROES 

HON. KEITH ELLISON 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, August 3, 2007 

Mr. ELLISON. Madam Speaker, the Min-
nesota Army and Air National Guard have wel-
comed home nearly 2,600 citizen soldiers who 
were called to active duty for the war in Iraq. 
Most of those Minnesotans, who are returning 
from Iraq, were deployed for 22 months and 
many spent 16 months in combat. The brave 
men and women of the Minnesota National 
Guard deserve our respect and our gratitude. 
The members of the Minnesota National 
Guard, their families, friends and employers 
have all endured a hardship during the past 
22 months. The sacrifices they made, and the 
quiet dignity they displayed during that time, 
are not surprising to those who have had the 
honor of meeting them. 

The State of Minnesota is very proud of the 
active duty, reserve and National Guard who 
enlisted from our State. The Minnesota State 
seal depicts an individual working hard on 
farmland. The seal is a perfect symbol of the 
strong work ethic displayed by the brave men 
and women from our State who serve in the 
military. Our State seal also includes the 
words ‘‘L’etoile du Nord’’ which translated from 
French means ‘‘Star of the North.’’ The men 
and women from Minnesota served under var-
ious group names, such as Soldier, Airmen, 
Sailors, Marines, Red Bulls, 1st Brigade Com-
bat Team, 34th Infantry Division, Active Duty, 
Reservist, and many more. Regardless of their 
military affiliation, those who served have 
shown the world that Minnesotans are pre-
pared for any challenge and able to perform 
any task and that they are truly bright stars of 
the north. 

The Minnesota National Guard served the 
longest continuous deployment of any United 
States military unit during Operation Iraqi 

Freedom. Members of the Minnesota National 
Guard completed 5,200 combat logistics pa-
trols, secured 2.4 million convoy miles, discov-
ered 462 improvised explosive devices prior to 
detonation, processed over 1.5 million vehicles 
and 400,000 Iraqis into entry control points 
without an insurgent penetration. The men and 
women of the Minnesota National Guard also 
completed 137 reconstruction projects in Iraq. 

Veterans who fought in wars and were dis-
charged many years ago have told me that 
they appreciate it when people thank them for 
their service. I do not want the men and 
women who return from Iraq, Afghanistan or 
other locations to wait years before hearing 
me thank them for their service. I offer a 
heartfelt, sincere thank you to all Minnesotans 
who served and are currently serving in the 
United States military. I welcome home all the 
brave individuals who have devoted their time 
and talents to defend our Nation and provide 
security in the world. Some Minnesotans de-
ployed to combat areas and lost their lives. I 
hope all Americans remember these brave 
men and women and continue to support the 
families they left behind. I encourage all Amer-
icans to thank a veteran or member of our 
military for their service. I also encourage this 
Congress and all citizens to offer any assist-
ance to our Nation’s military personnel and 
their families as they transition back to the 
lives they led prior to their deployments. 
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INTRODUCTION OF THE CALLING 
CARD CONSUMER PROTECTION 
ACT 

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, August 3, 2007 

Mr. ENGEL. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
encourage my colleagues’ strong support of a 
bill that I am introducing, which would protect 
calling card consumers from being scammed 
and stop prepaid calling card deception. I 
would also like to take this opportunity to 
thank my friend and colleague on the Energy 
and Commerce Committee, Congressman 
MIKE FERGUSON, who joins me as an original 
cosponsor of this bill. 

As you may already be aware, calling cards 
allow one to purchase telephone talk time in 
advance and since the financial transaction 
occurs before card use, many companies 
have successfully hidden additional fees and 
terms that are then hard to appeal. Some con-
sumers find that the calling card rates are 
higher than advertised or that they must pay 
surcharges or extra undisclosed taxes. In 
other cases, the calling card company auto-
matically deducts minutes even if the con-
sumer is unable to connect with the party they 
attempted to call. Even worse, many con-
sumers find they are being scammed out of 
minutes and are being cut off in the middle of 
phone conversations. 

To help combat some of the aforementioned 
issues that plague our constituents, Congress-
man FERGUSON and I will be introducing the 
‘‘Calling Card Consumer Protection Act’’ which 
requires disclosures related to terms and con-
ditions on all advertising, cards or packaging. 
It would also require that the calling card serv-
ice providers disclose a detailed description of 
any additional fees and the company’s name 
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